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Legal Notices
The information in this document has been carefully checked and is 
believed to be entirely reliable; however, no responsibility is assumed for 
inaccuracies.
The software described in this document is furnished under a license 
agreement. The software may be used or copied only in accordance with 
the terms of the agreement.

© Motorola, Inc. 2007
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SoftStylus application Installation
The application is ready to run immediately when installed. No driver installation, system rebooting 
or screen/touchpad calibration is required. During the installation, you have a possibility to select the 
installation language (Figure 1).

Figure 1   Installation language selection dialog box

During the installation you shall read and accept SoftStylus user license agreement (Figure 2).

Figure 2   User license agreement dialog
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Specify the target path where SoftStylus application will be installed and the program folder (Figure 3).

Figure 3   Installation path dialog

If you have an older version of SoftStylus application installed then you will be prompted to uninstall 
it first (Figure 4).
After product uninstallation you have to run the setup.exe again to start SoftStylus installation. When 
you reinstall SoftStylus over the older version the license will not be updated. It is recommended to 
install the product in the same location to preserve the license.

Figure 4   Prompt to uninstall the previous version of SoftStylus
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Select options to create a shortcut on the desktop and run the application right after installation 
completes (Figure 5).

Figure 5   Post-installation configuration features
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Activation
Run the application as a standard Windows application by double-clicking the application icon in 
the Windows Explorer window. SoftStylus application toolbar is visible on the desktop when the 
application is active (Figure 6).

Figure 6  SoftStylus application toolbar

In this state, the application is loaded, but not yet active. You may access application settings by 
clicking on the “Start Finger Writing” button - the most left icon on the toolbar (Figure 7).

You may change SoftStylus recognition language by selecting any language available in the list 
(Figure 8). 

Figure 8  Selection of the current recognition language

(NOTE: Modification of this setting will not affect the keyboard driver settings. For example, 
you will be able to type in English on the keypad, but the touchpad input will be recognized as 
Simplified Chinese hieroglyphics.)

Figure 7  The “Start Finger Writing” button 

When you click on the “Start Finger Writing” button the recognition window appears on the desktop. The 
recognition window is semi-transparent by default. When the recognition window is visible the touchpad 
device driver is switched into absolute coordinate mode and unable to control the mouse pointer any-
more. To restore control on the mouse pointer you have to close the recognition window by either click-
ing on the same button again or by the hot-key combination (“Ctrl+S” by default).
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Start Finger Writing
When you click on “Start Finger Writing”, the main SoftStylus window appears on the screen. 
You may start drawing, but before that make sure that a target application window (Excel window in 
the sample below) has a focus (the window’s title is highlighted) (Figure 9) by clicking on it or using 
the hot key combination “Alt-Tab” to send focus to the target application. 

Figure 9   Main SoftStylus window over an Excel worksheet. Excel is the target 
application and has focus

While SoftStylus application is shown on the screen, any touchpad input will be redirected to the 
recognition engine. You can use a mouse or a mouse stick to move the mouse pointer over the screen.
The recognition engine always generates a number of alternative symbols in response to any input 
data. The most likely symbol is shown on the main screen at the first position (on the left or at the 
top). You may use the browse keys (see “Hot keys”) to select another symbol from the alternatives 
list.



�   softstylus

Supported languages
All supported languages are listed below. You can change the current recognition language either by clicking 
on the language icon in the toolbar or by pressing the language hot-key (see Hot Key). You may draw any 
symbol from any language, irrespective of the system language setting, but the recognizer output will contain 
symbols for the selected language only, or nothing (if the recognition fails).

Figure 10   The recognition window in the “English” input mode

        Simplified Chinese
SoftStylus application supports more than 13,000 Simplified Chinese symbols. 

Figure 11   The recognition window in the “Simplified Chinese” input mode

        English
Set this language to enter any English characters. This language is case sensitive: to switch between UPPER 
and LOWER case use “Caps Lock” and “Shift” keys on the keyboard. 
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        Traditional Chinese
SoftStylus application can recognize more than 13000 symbols. Application supports more than 
1000 popular Simplified Chinese symbols in addition to Traditional Chinese in this mode. You 
may enter these symbols without switching the language.

Figure 12   The recognition window in the “Traditional Chinese” input mode
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Properties
This menu item provides access to the “Properties” dialog. The dialog has four tabs: “General”, “Hot 
keys”, “Recognition” and “Appearance”.

Figure 15   “General” tab dialog layout

The “General” tab describes the software title, build number and copyright information. Through this 
tab you can also enable or diable the feature “Lauch SoftStylus when Windows starts”. If this feature is 
checked, the SoftStylus wull be automatically launched when the Windows OS starts.

General
The “General” tab is shown in Figure 15.
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Hot keys
The “Hot keys” tab is shown in Figure 16. 

Figure 16   The “Hot Keys” tab dialog

Hot keys consist of two groups – general hot keys and browse hot keys. General hot keys are:
Start/stop Finger Writing – Show or hide the main SoftStylus application window.
Show properties page – provides quick access to SoftStylus properties dialog.
Change language - select the next recognition language from the list of supported languages.

Browse hot keys are used to change the selected symbol in the recognition window. The currently 
selected symbol will be shown in the main window, colored in the list of alternatives and copied to the 
current edit position of the target application.
It is recommended that you select a hot key as a combination of the “Ctrl” key plus any other key. 
SoftStylus application has default hot key assignments. These can be changed in the “Hot keys” dialog 
after the application installation.
It is also recommended that you verify the hot key combinations used in SoftStylus application with each 
target application you are going to use to make sure there will be no conflicts or side effects. SoftStylus 
application is transparent for keyboard input— each hot key will be processed by SoftStylus application 
and then sent to the target application.

•
•
•

Note: the “Show properties page” hot key and the “Change language” hot key only work when the 
finger writing mode starts.



12   softstylus

Recognition
The “Recognition” tab is shown in Figure 17. 

Figure 17   The “Recognition” tab dialog

Through this tab you may modify the following application settings:
Recognition speed – the slider control has “Faster” and “Slower” options. This slider allows 
you to modify the delay interval between the moment when you finish drawing and the moment 
when input data is sent to the recognition engine. Experienced users may decrease this delay to 0 
seconds. By default the delay value is set to 1 seconds.
Characters per page – the slider control sets the maximiun number of places for alternative 
characters to be shown in the main window. By default it is set to six (Figure 18).

•

•

Figure 18   The default value of “characters per page” is 6
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Word prediction – if the check box is on, the word prediction feature is enabled; if it is off, this 
feature is disabled.

In Chinese, there are lots of characters always combining to express a meaning, and Chinese characters 
are harder to write. The “word prediction” feature will help you to save time and energy.
The current release of SoftStylus application supports this feature only for Simplified and Traditional 
Chinese languages.  
“Word prediction” combined with the “user adaptation” feature are designed to improve the overall 
input speed but you may need some practice to achieve better result first. 
The line with “predicted” words are displayed above (in default layout) the line with alternatives 
(Figure 19) and separated by double-line border.

•

In the above figure, the recognized character“我” means“I”. And in the word association, which is 
below the recognized character, “我的”means “my”. 

Once entered the “prediction” line the selection will remain in this line, it is not possible to move back to 
the alternative line. This is done on purpose because symbol from the “alternative” line replaced the sym-
bol in the document while the symbol from the “prediction” line appends to the line in the document.

While using the “word prediction” the main window keeps displaying the first symbol, entered from the 
touchpad and the line of “alternatives” remains unchanged as well.

The “word prediction” feature may be used together with the Pin-yin mode. 

Figure 19 the recognition window with the line of “predicted” words above the line of alternatives
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Appearance
The “Appearance” tab is shown in Figure 20.

Figure 20  The “Appearance” tab dialog

There are three appearance elements available on this tab:

“Transparency of Window” is the first element on the “Appearance” tab. Using this setting you may 
modify the application’s main window transparency from not transparent to invisible.

•



15   softstylus

Figure 21   Main application window is 90% transparent

Figure 22   Main application window is 10% transparent

NOTE: For text editors with a single-color background, we would recommend increasing transparency; 
for showy backgrounds it is better to decrease the transparency level.

In Figure 21 and Figure 22 you can see two screen shots of the same main application window 
with 90, and 10% transparency, respectively.
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Ink color – standard Windows color selection dialog (Figure 24) to modify the color of the 
drawing pen.

•

Figure 23   Screenshots of drawing when “Pen width” is “Thin” and “Thick”

Figure 24   The color picker dialog

Pen Width – the slider control located under the “Transparency of Window” element with 
“Thinner” and “Thicker” options. This slider allows you to modify the ink’s thickness when 
displaying input data in the main window (Figure 23)

•
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Special features
Pin-yin input mode
Pin-yin mode is activated automatically. To enable Pin-yin mode you must  select “Simplified 
Chinese” language (Figure 25).

Figure 26   Start entering Pin-yin syllable

Figure 25  Select “Simplified Chinese” language to enable Pin-yin input mode

To start working with Pin-yin input mode, draw a Pin-yin syllable (in English) instead of 
hieroglyphics in the main window (Figure 26).



18   softstylus

Figure 27 Details of the application main window in Pin-yin input mode

SoftStylus will recognize Pin-yin input and automatically switch into Pin-yin mode (Figure 27).

NOTE: Navigation in Pin-yin mode is performed by the browse hot keys (Figure 17). All selected 
positions are highlighted, and the current selection also has an inverse border inside the highlighted 
box (see the current selected symbol).
As soon as a proper hieroglyphic is selected from the filtered symbols list, you may start drawing the 
next hieroglyphic or syllable. SoftStylus does not stay in Pin-yin mode but detects it automatically 
each time the user draws a syllable.

To select a hieroglyphic from all the possible alternatives, you may filter out hieroglyphics by tone first 
and then use the filtered symbols browse hot keys to select the proper symbol.

Select the next filtered symbol – step right in the list of hieroglyphics (below tones line).
Select the previous filtered symbol – step left in the list of hieroglyphics (below tones line).

•
•

NOTE: It does not matter in what order you select the symbol. When the application is switched into 
Pin-yin mode you may change Pin-yin syllable, tone and symbol at any time and in any order.

NOTE: “ ”(empty) tone means “not filtered” and ALL possible characters will be displayed. So the 
overall number of alternatives for “ ” tone may be up to 300 symbols. Only a few of them will be 
shown the main window; use the browse hot keys to access the rest.

In Pin-yin mode there are two more lines (tones line and filtered characters line) shown in the main 
window. Use the browse hot keys to select the proper line and character.
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Simplified to Traditional Chinese Mapping
To simplify Chinese symbols input, a special mapping table has been created (Figure 28). More than 
2400 symbols of the Traditional Chinese language has been mapped with Simplified Chinese symbols. 
SoftStylus suppports this feature by default.

Figure 28  The fragment of the mapping table
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When you have drawn a simplified symbol (that has been mapped to the traditional symbol), you will 
see the traditional symbol in the recognition window, while in the alternative line you will see the sim-
plified symbol you have drawn (Figure 29).

Figure 29 Example of Simplified to Traditional Chinese mapping
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User Adaptation mode
The recognition engine adaptation mode is enabled as default in the software. “Adaptation” is an 
interactive mode - when you write a symbol and the original predicted symbol is incorrect, you then 
select a symbol from the alternatives list using browse hot-keys. Then the next time you attempt to write 
the same symbol, the recognition engine “remembers” the previously selected alternative and selects this 
one as a predicted symbol. In other words SoftStylus “learns” your way of writing.

System Tray
If the checkbox is selected then, when you click on the “cross” icon in the toolbar’s title line, the ap-
plication will remain in the memory and just be minimized to the system tray. To close the applica-
tion and remove it from the system memory you will have to right-click on the application icon in the 
system tray and then select “Exit” from the pop-up menu (Figure 30).

Figure 30 The application icon in the system tray and the pop-up menu
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Supported applications
The finger-writing application is designed to be compatible with almost any standard Windows 
application that is capable of receiving and displaying UNICODE characters. Since SoftStylus 
uses global hot keys, conflicts with hot keys of other applications are possible. If you experience 
unexpected behavior when using SoftStylus, please make sure that the target application is capable 
of showing UNICODE symbols and that there are no conflicts with hot key assignments.

Uninstallation
You may uninstall the application from the “Add / Remove Programs” menu (Figure 31). 

Figure 31  Uninstall SoftStylus from the Add/Remove dialog
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Figure 33 SoftStylus uninstallation confirmation dialog.

You may also uninstall the application from the “Start / Program Files  / SoftStylus / Uninstall 
SoftStylus” folder. 

You may uninstall the application by launching the setup.exe again. You will see the uninstallation 
confirmation dialog (Figure 33).

Figure 32   Uninstall SoftStylus from the program folder

Thank you, for using softstylus !


